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WORMS
There are two kinds of worms commonly seen in domestic dogs, namely roundworms: and tapeworms.

1) ROUNDWORMS ---These are the most commonly encountered worms in dogs, and all puppies will already be infested by the time they are born. As a general rule you will not know when your pet has roundworms as only the microscopic eggs are passed in the faeces, although occasionally an adult worm will be passed or brought up. In this case they appear as white, spaghetti like worms.

2) TAPEWORMS ---Tapeworms are less commonly encountered and unlike roundworms puppies are not born with them. The most common species of tapeworm seen in dogs is actually spread when the animal swallows a flea or louse infected with the intermediate stage of the worm. Often if your pet gas tapeworms you will see segments which pass from the backend and are often found in the hair around the anus or on the floor where the animal has been sitting. They look like cooked rice grains and can often be seen to move.

WORMING YOUR DOG –
· Roundworms ---Puppies should be treated every 2 weeks until 12 weeks old then every month until 6 months old. Adults need routine treatment every 3-6 months.

· Tapeworms ---No treatment is required for the first 12 weeks of life. After this, treatment should be carried out whenever tapeworm segments are seen and at least once a year anyway.

There are several products available and your vet will be able to recommend the most suitable one for your dog. Do not use products bought from pet shops as these are not as effective.
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